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1 Spee ) 


HEN, during the Heat of the Late 
- Unnatural Rebellion, the Duty Towe 
my Country ſeemed to call upon me, I did, at 
different Junctures, according to the Meaſure 
of my Ability,- compoſe Three Diſcourſes on 
that Occaſien. They were ſolely deſigned for 
the public Benefit, without any — Op- 
poſition of Doctrines. To theſe I have now+ 


added a fourth, which I hope will need no 


Apology, eſpecially as I am not likely ſoon 
to treſpaſs again on the Public in this Sort, 


_—— —— as ww. 
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2 Cozk. ili. 17. = 
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WHERE THE SPIRIT OF THE LoRD 18, 
| | THERE 18 LIBERTY. 


, 


: HI Si is the Character St. Paul gives 
of the Goſpel, in the Purity of its 


Profeſſion ; that it is productive of 

LIBERTY; in which the Perfection of our 
Nature is contained, For, by Liberty is to 
be underſtood ſuch Right and due Exertion 
of the human Faculties as terminates in 
TRUTH and VIRTUE ; the Slavery of ra- 
tional Creatures conſiſting i in a Subjection to 
Vice and Error. 
Ihbe various kinds of Liberty, hes pro- 
duced, may be the Subject of a more en- 
larged Diſcourſe. On this occaſion I ſhall 
confine myſelf to one, but that of the no- 
bleſt ſort, CIVIL. na and ſhew, 
from Reaſon and Fad, that, where the Spirit 
20 the Lord i is, there i 10 this Liberty. 


A Lt; True 


E 
I. 1. True Religion, as delivered in the 
Goſpel, recommends and encourages a Li- 
berty-of Enquiry and ſupports and indulges 
the free Exerciſe of Conſcience. But Men 
practiſed in the Exertion, and habituated to 
the Enjoyment, of theſe rekgious Rights, 
can never long continue ignorant, or bear 
with Patience. the Invaſion, of their Qui. 
he human Faculties can never long remain 
in ſo violent and unnatural a State as to have 
their Operations always defeating one another, 
by the contrary Actions of two ſach oppo- 
ie Principles, as thoſe of Freedom and Re- 
Ardint. The one, or other, muſt, in a lit- 
tle Time, overcome, Either the inveterate 
Ty yranny in Government will viciate the Pu: 
rity of Religion, and introduce the ſame 
blind Submiffion of the Underſtanding, and 
Iaviſh Compliance of the Will into 3h 
Church, Which it eracte In che Stite ; 
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Ns into "the ns AS 25 a Church, « 

| free and reafinable Service. 

al | 2. True Religion teaches, that its nit is 
41 | 5 Happineſs of Man, in oppoſition to all 
_ 18 the ſuperſtitious Fincies of the falſe, which 
. | Place it in the the ſelfiſh, or capri- 
ol | cious 
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cious Manifeſtation of the Divine Power 55 
' Intereſt, or Glory. And this, leading us to 
the End of Civil Government, wilt direct us 
to the Eſtabliſhment of a right Policy, when 
we have, by the foregoing Principle of free 
Inquiry, already detected the Injuſtice'of the 
Vvrung, which makes the 'People ior ow fake 
| of the Prince. 2 
a 3. That equitable Policy; by ic 4 
true Church is governed, (and trur as welt 
as falſe Relgien muſt always conſtitute à 
Church or Society) will further aid us, when 
we have found the Ed of Civil Govertiz 
ment, in the Means of its Attai nment, 
copying, in Civil Matters, from that Eeele- 
Hathcal Subordination of Authgitty, and E- 
mitation of Power, where the 10 y 
relides in the Whole Body of the Falch | It; 
not, as in the Adminiſtration of © 2 
ligion, where a. deſpotie Clery 4 con js 
the Church. 
4. Hit abovt all, that Grandeur ab Ele- 
vation of Mind, chat Nubility of Sentiment, 
that conſclous Die nity of Hüman Name. 
which true Rengich raiſes; whith Holy Sci: 
7 re dictates, Tg which the Spirit - the * 

rd inſpires, will be ever Sthottihy "ane 
puſhing us. to the Attainment of thoſe Civil 
Az Rights, 
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Rights, which we have been taught to know. 
are ours hy Nature; and which, we have 


been made to feel, are, of all ours, the moſt 
precious Part of buman Poſſeſſions. 
By theſe ſeveral Ways, is the Spirit of the 


Lud, or true Religion, naturally productive 


of the great Bleſſing, Civil Liberty. But 
turn now to the Reverſe of the Medal; and 
there you may read, in as clear Characters, 

the antipart of this momentous Truth, that, 

where the Spirit of Popery is, there is Sla- 
very... For, inſtead of Freedom of Inquiry 
and uncontrolled Exerciſe of Conſcience ; in- 
ſtead of making the End of Religion human 


| Happineſs, inſtead of an equitable Admini- 


ſtration of Church Policy; inſtead of that Ele- 
vation of Mind and conſcious Dignity of hu- 
man Nature; we are preſented with a blind 
Submiſſion of the Underſtanding, and a forced 
Compliance of the Will ; with abſurd Super- 
ſtitions concerning God's deſpotic and capri- 


cious Government, imitated, in its own, by 


an ambitious and corrupt Clergy, adminiſtred 
under the awful Name of HizRarcur ; 
the whole concluding in Narrowneſs of 


Thought, in Lowneſs of Sentiment, and baſe 


and abject Conceptions of Man, created after 
Wy" s 007 Image... 


I pro- 


[5s] 

1 proceed now to my ſecond Point; name- 
ly, to confirm the foregoing Obſervations, by. 
Fact; from which likewiſe it is ſeen how 
naturally true Religion is productive of Civil 
Liberty. 

1. When the fierce and free Nations of 
the North diſmembered and tore in Pieces 
the Weſtern Empire, they eſtabliſhed them- 
ſelves, in their new Conqueſts, on one com- 
mon Syſtem of Policy; in which, the 
Liberty of the People made, as it ought, the 
great operating Principle. On ſo juſt a Plan 
of Power were the Gothic Governments erect- 
ed. And on this they might have ſtood till 
now, had not the baleful Influence of Papal 
Superſtition, {till growing from bad to worſe, 
ſo viciated theſe generous Policies, that, when 
the great Inſtruments of Reformation firſt ap- 
peared, they ſaw the Weſtern World as deeply 
loſt in Civil, as, in what they were appointed 
toredeem it from, Ecclefiaſtic Slavery. For the 
triumphant Hierarchy had now amply reveng- 
ed the fallen Empire on the Necks. of its De- 
ſtroyers. But it was then wonderful to obſerve 
the equal Pace, which Civil and Religious Re- 
formation kept with one another. Where 
ever the Influence of the Goſpel reached, it 
never fail d to redreſs the Exorbitances of ſo- 

vereign 


[5] 
vereipn Power; while thoſe Places, lich <n- 
tinued ſunk in Superſtition, ſtill groaned un- 
der the Weight of Civil Oppreſſion: In a 
word, the ra of Political and Religious 
Freedom was the ſame: So true is that Goſ- 
pel, which teaches us, that, where the Spirit 
of the Lord is, there is Liberty. 

2. To this perhaps it may be objected, 
That as the Reformation of Religion, on the 
Continent, was generally the Work of the 
Populace, and fometimes carried on in a 
very tumultuary Way, it is more reafonable 
to aſcfibe the conſequent Regulations, in the 
State, to this lucky Circumſtance of popular 
Fervout, than to any natural Influence of the 
Goſpel. Bat this ObjeQtion will appear to 
have little Weight as we come nearer home: 
Where we ſhall find, that Reformation pro- 
duced the fame happy Fruits in England, 
where it was begun and perfected by the 
Prince : who can hardly be fu ppofed to forrn 
Defigns of Liberty, in Favour of the People, 
againſt himſelf. What Regulations, therefore, 
in the Balance of Power, ſucceeded the Re. 
formation of the Church, we muſt needs 
aſcribe to the ſole Influence of true Religion, 
Now when the firſt Foundations of it 
were laid amongſt us, it was at a Time when 
we 


(79 

we knew little more of Civil Liberty than 
the Name, For tho', in Magna Charta, we 
Had a Kind of Original compact, as the laſt 

of the People; tho the hiſtorical 
ſet Records of our Conſtitution declared 
us a free Nation; and tho we had, from 
time to time, aſſerted our Rights, as in 
Claims ut Law, to prevent a Forfeiture ; yet 
was the Balance of Power ſo ill adjuſted, by 
that undue Inclination which Superſtition had 
made in Property, and by the more hurtful 


Separation It had made between the temporal 


and ſpiritual Intereſts, that public Liberty lay 
at the Mercy of a Court Cabal, compoſed of 


Churchmen and Minifters of State, where it 


had rarely room to breathe, but when they 

quarrelled among themſelves; Which they 

never did but when the Crown refuſed. 
ſhare the Tyranny with the Mitre. 


Add to this, ckrat be who laid ee ud : 


dations was a hocurious ſanguinary Tyrant *, 


* &« For Henry the Eighth ; if all the. Pictures and 
ratte, of a' mercileſs Prince were loſt in the World, they 
t Ra be, painted to. the Life, out of the Story 
* of this Kin ow many Servants did. he advance i a5 
74 rg ' fu ry no Man could ſuſpeci: and 
with the Change of his Fancy ruined 
«knowing for What Offence ?* 1 Weed teu 
aul caſt oft; as his Fancy and; Affection changed ? How 
oY mapy. rinces of the Blood, with ,a world of others of all 
Degrees, did he execute? Per i in his ee bed, e. 


ah r eff ray Ho the Mar ld. 6 
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if ever there was any, who failing in a ſcan- 
dalous Application for the Papal diſpenſing 
Power, (the Exerciſe of which, notwithſtand- 


ing the Claim of temporal Juriſdiction, 1s 
modeſtly confined to what i is deemed only 
the Law of God,) threw. off the Biſhop of 
Rome's uſurped Sovereignty over the Church: 
And, by that Act, notwithſtanding the Acceſ- 
fion of a new Supremacy to himſelf, laid the 
firſt Step to the Deſtruction of his own exor- 


bitant Power in the State. In which we can 


never ſufficiently admire and adore the recti- 
fying Providence of Heaven ; who made ar- 
bitrary Power his Inſtrument to lay the 
Foundations of Liberty; and employed the 
impious Pretenſions of the Ramiſb See to in- 


troduce Reformation. 


From this Time of Goſpel Li abt, a Conſtt- 
tution became ſeen and underſtood : And the 


Church made no Advance to its original Pu- 


rity, but the State was the better for it, in 
ſome additional Security to public Liberty. 
In a word, their Intereſts were now found 
to be ſo inſeparable ;- and the Aid they lent 


each other ſo reciprocal, that, whenever the 


common Enemy formed Schemes to the Pre- 


Judice of the one, he always began with ſome 


Attempts againſt the other. Thus when the 
e 2 | ; two 


[91 


two Firſt Princes of the Houſe of Stuart 


aimed at a deſpotic Power in the State, they 


firſt endeavoured to viciate the Purity and 
Freedom of Reformed Religion, by the Pa- 
pal Pomp of Morſbip, and the Servility of 


Diſcipline. And when, again, the two Laſt 


of that unhappy Houſe laboured to reſtore 
the Romi/h Superſtition, they tried to pave 
the Way by a Power of diſpenſing with the 
Laws. | 1 8 = 
In the firſt of theſe important Struggles, 
the Defenſe of our happy Conſtitution was 
intruſted to the Laity: In the latter it was 
aſſumed by the Clergy. And were we to 
judge only by Events, they would be ſuffi- 
cient to wipe out that Opprobrium ſo inju- 
riouſly caſt upon our Order by the Enemies 
of our Faith, That, in all public Matters, 
wherein Liberty is concerned, the Clergy, 
either thro Malice or Ignorance, ſo embroil 
and defeat the Counſels of honeſt Men, as 
| ſhews them to be unfit Agents, or inveterate 
Enemies of the common Rights of Subjects. 


) 


But I will not take this Advantage. Nor 


does their Cauſe or Character require it, The 
Truth (and Truth can never hurt them) was 
this, The Laity were new in the Trade- of 
Oppoſition. Th felt their Grievances too 


— 


B ſenſibly 


[ 10 ] 
ſenſibly. They reſented them too warmly. 
They had ſuffered under many repeated Acts 
of Injuſtice; and the repeated Promiſes of 
Redreſs, which they had procured by a con- 


ſtant Attention to their Truſt, they had ſeen 


as often violated. Succeſsful Oppoſition made 
the Spirit of Liberty run high; and Diſtruſt 
and Jealouſy hindered them from finding any 
other Safety than in Arms, tho' Satisfaction 
was already got by the ordinary legal way of 
the Conſtitution. What followed was all 
Madneſs and Deſpair ; till Anarchy and Con- 


fuſion ſhut up the dreadful Scene of judicial 


Murders and ſpiritual Impieties. But, fee 
now, the Virtue of Liberty and true Religion 
when they have mingled their Powers toge- 
ther! The diſſolved Conſtitution revived more 
ſaddenly than it fell: But, riſing out of this 
Chaos, by the ſole Force of its natural Vir- 
tue, unaſſiſted by the experienced Hand of 


Policy to form and proportion its Parts, it 


roſe again with the ſame Imperfections that 


had given Birth to all the preceding Calami- 


ties. A melancholy Preſage, that the Friends 
of Liberty were not yet got to the End of 
their Labours, Such was the — of 


We: _ 


But 


1 11 ) 

But now the Clergy, when it came to their 
turn, on a later occaſion, to ſtand in the 
Gap againſt Oppreſſion, had learnt the great 

Art of putting their Enemy in the wrong, 

by forbearing to excite the People, to the laſt 

Remedy of the Conſtitution, till he had plainly | 
ſhewn that he was inexorable, by arming 
himſelf with a Divine Right to govern a- 
gainſt Law. And even then, grown wiſer by 
former Errors, they conducted themſelves fo 
ſagely, and adviſed others ſo temperately, 
that they not only recovered the Eſtabliſh- 
ment from the Brink of Ruin, but enabled 
the Legiſlature to repair and perfect thoſe 
Weakneſſes and Defects which had fo often 
brought it into that Condition. This gave a 
new Birth to the Republic, and fixed it on 
that ſolid Baſis of Liberty on which we now 
enjoy it; and which nothing, but our own 
Follies, can unſettle, For tho' it may be ſtirred 
or ſhaken by the Application of any trifling 
Power, yet, like that ancient Image of its 
State, the Rocking-ftones of our Anceſtors the 
Druids, no united Force can remove it from 
its Centre. For that Exactneſs of Balance 
which ſubjects it to the firſt Appearance: of 
a Een ſecures it from all real Injury. 
| $5; 411 2 A Amongſt 
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Amon oft the Benefits this new Eſtabliſh- 
ment produced, the Church received, as it 
well deſerved, it's Share; which was the re- 
moving from it that Scandal to true Religion, 

| Reſtraint on the Conſciences of Men, But the 
il | Church of Chriſt never receives a Courteſy 

| 


from the State, that it does not, ſooner or 

later, repay with Intereſt, Of which it has 

given us an Inſtance in the unnatural Rebel- 
lion Juſt now ſuppreſſed : when every thing 
[ 'that is dear to us came ſuddenly, no body 
\' _* knows how, into Hazard; and was, by the 
Valour and Conduct of a brave young Prince, 
| under the manifeſt Guidance of Providence, 

| as ſuddenly ' retrieved, At this important 

| | Juncture, no Order of Men approved them- 
N | felves more faithful to the State than the Bo- 


2 n 
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dy of the Clergy : tho! all exerted an unuſual 
| | Ardour for its Preſervation. And to this wiſe 

| and happy Attachment, of a whole People to 
| a ConsSTITUTION, was owing, next to the 

il _ diſtinguiſhed Protection of Heaven, the Pre- 

| ſervation of Britiſh Liberty, and in that, of 

| the Liberties of Mankind, _ 

Ji Thus have I endeavour'd to deze 8 
| * Reaſon and Fad, how naturally true Religion 
| produces Civil Freedom ; ; and, when produ- 
ced, ſupports it. Which may be ſufficient to 

expoſe 
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expoſe the Ignorance or Malice of libertine 
Men, in their dull Invectives againſt Chriſta- 
nity and its Miniſters; of their being ever. 
obnoxious and unfriendly to the Cauſe of 
Liberty: as if the End of Religion was to 
chain down Slavery on us. by Conſcience 
and the Buſineſs of the Clergy only to faſten 
the Rivets, On the contrary, we have ſeen 
under the firſt Head, how auſpicious the true 
Faith is to free Government ; and, under the 
Second, how faithfully devoted the c_ 
are to its Intereſts. .' 

It will be ſaid, perhaps, that their Merit 
to the State was very equivocal, at the Revo- 
lution; the Time when they moſt pride 
themſelves in their Service to it: For that 
their great Object was the Church, with lit- 
tle Regard to the Civil Eſtabliſhment, whoſe 
Reformation they retarded, if not endangered, 
by that abſurd Syſtem of Succeſſion which 

they had been long inſtilling, and whoſe In- 

fection then worked ſtrongly, to the Diſtra- 
ion of that Aſſembly convened for ſettling 
R the Nation. 

To which I anſwer, It is no wonder the 
Clergy ſhould be moſt ſolicitous about what 
was their proper Care, what they beſt under- 
ſtood, and what: was then moſt in Danger. 

Tak 


[14 } 
That if they knew little. of the Nature and 
Rights of Society, they might be well ex- 
cuſed, as they had been miſled by a Set of 
Court Divines, who had betrayed and ſacri- 
ficed the Principles of the Reformers, to the 
Practices of James and Charles the Firſt's 
Miniſters: and as they had never been 
taught by Experience, the Bleſſings of a free 
Government, regulated upon true Principles. 
Nor is this ſaid with more Candour than 
Juſtice. For when now they had been made 
appy by a Conſtitution, which they them- 
ſelves had ſo largely contributed to procure, 
they manifeſted, by their early and unani- 
mous Aſſiſtance, in the late Danger to the 
State, that they knew as well how to prize 
the Benefits of free Government, as the Bleſ- 
fings of pure Religion. 

On the whole therefore, whether we con- 
fider the Genius of Religion, or the Conduct 
of its Miniſters, we muſt needs conclude, 
That where the n of the Lord is, there 
7s Liberty. 


II. But Revelation rarely gives us one 
Truth to contemplate, without enabling Rea- 
en to purſue the Argument to the Diſ- 
covery of another. So it is in the Caſe 
206-4 before 
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before us. The very Proof of this Apoſto- 
lic Propoſition, that where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is Liberty, ſhews the 'Fruth 
to be inverted ; and, That wRERE L1BERs 
TY Is, THERE IS THE SPIRIT OF THE 
Lo RD, i. e. That Civil Liberty is favourable 
to, and naturally productive of true Religion. 
Fer if, as hath been ſhewn, true Religion 
be auſpicious to Civil Liberty by the fimilar 
Principle on which both are eſtabliſhed ; by 
the ſame Maxims on which both are admi- 
niſtered; by the like End to which both are 
directed; and by the ſame Enlargement of 
the buman Faculties, which both naturally 
produce; it will then follow, that Ciuil Li- 
berty is equally auſpicious to true Religion > 
So that whichever be the firſt eſtabliſhed, it 
will, when all foreign Impediments are away, 

introduce and make Room for the other. 
This reciprocated Truth is, in this Part 
as in the other, confirmed likewiſe by Fact. 
The Chriſtian Religion, on its firſt Appear- 
rance, making its earlieſt and readieft Way, 
thro' the free Cities of Greece and Leſſer 


But to bring the Matter home to the pre- 
fent Occaſion; we will juſt take a View of 
the * Civil Freedom affords, for 

the 
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the Exertion of the Spirit of the Lord, both: 


in Faith and Practice, by thoſe two great 


Principles of Liberty and Fuftice, on which 


a free State is founded and adminiſtered. - . + 

1. The fiſt Advantage ariſes from the 
Allowance - of free Enquiry. into religious 
Matters, in Maintenance of the Rights of 
Conſcience. i By which, Men get of Courſe 


to the Author of Truth, and to the Profeſ- 


ſion of his Religion in his Purity. This 
may be ſeen in the caſe of thoſe, who took 


the Liberty before it was allowed them, and 
thereby dug thro' the Rubbiſh, and Defile- 


ment of Papal Superſtition to the pure Foun-. - 
tain of eternal Truth. Free Enquiry can 
never fairly, and of itſelf, terminate in Un- 
belief. fidelity is the natural Product of 
Reſtraint and ſpiritual Tyranny, when born 
with Suſpicion and Reluctance. For then, 


Mien are apt to reflect and reaſon; on the 


Truth and Fitneſs of things impoſed; and 


the leaſt Attention is ſufficient to convince 


them, of the Abſurdity of what they find 
eſtabliſhed; But the Operation of reſtraint, 
not affording them the Means, nor the De- 
preſſion of Slavery, the Courage, to penetrate 
thro' inveterate Errors into Truth, they 
run, with blind-Reſentment, into. a brutal 
„ Infi- 


1 

1 Außdelky; hurried on by that unhappy Im- 
becillity of the unbalanced Mind, which 
perpetually inclines it, to fall from one Ex- 
treme to another. Hence it is we ſee France 
and Tely over-run with the worſt kind of 
Deiſin. But this did not inder its being 
ſoon gathered up for a Rarity, by our tra- 
yelled Gentry ; and, indeed, at firſt, brooghe 
hame without ah Malice, in a Cargo of 
new Faſhions; where it was for ſome time 
worn with the ſame Levity by the Importers, 
and treated with the ſame Contempt by 
others, as ſnited, and was due, to the Apiſh- 
neſs of foreign Manners ; till a ſet of formal 
Fellows, grown inſolent by Liberty, arid 
malicious by unſucceſsful Attempts to Di- 
ſtinction, abuſed the Indulgence of a free 
Government, in reducing thoſe vague Impi- 
eties into Syſtem. And fo it was, that H- 
centious Ignorance came to be dignified with 
the Name of Fzxte-THInNKiNG, Thus 
Liberty abuſed, we ſee, comes to the fame 
Point wih Liberty oppreſſed, But that theſe 
are not her genuine Iſſue appears from the 
Example of the beſt and wiſeſt Men, whom 
ſhe has ever conducted to the 9 
and Belief al Revelation. 4 
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2. Nor is Civil Liberty leſs friendly to the 
Morality, than to the Doctrine, of the Goſ- 
p The Government of a 12 State is ad- 
 . miniſtered by a Syſtem of equal Laws; found- 
ed in the general Maxims of Juſtice, and 
objective to the common good. For all 
States are adminiſtered by the fame Princi- 
ples whereon they are erected, Now a Ha- 
bitude to ſuch Laws, muſt needs enable 
Men to judge more truly, and to think 
more favourably of thoſe of our Religion, 
ſolely calculated to promote the Peace, and 
multiply the Bleſſings of Mankind. For as 
to that Inconſiſtence, between the Maxims 
of Policy and Religion, ſo affectedly talked of 
by thoſe, who would ſcreen their iniquitous 
Practice, or by thoſe, who would recom- 
mend their i impious Opinions, it is no where 
to be found, but in the Adminiſtration of 
deſpotic Governments; or of ſuch mon grel 
free Ones, which, forſaking the Genius of 
their Inſtitution, act like arbitrary Ones. 
And, indeed, how could it? Unleſs there 
were different Roads to H appineſs here, as, 
the Supporters of this Paradox pretend, 
there are to that hereafter, But ſince the 

temporal good of Man, whether riſing, as 
in Religion, from the Acts of Particulars to 
the 


the Whole; or en as in Society, 
from the Acts of the Whole to Particulars;: 
can only be procured by the Application) 
of the ſame invariable Principles of natural 
Juſtice, we muſt needs conclude, that true. 

Policy and Religion are not only perfectly 
conſiſtent, but (as was the Purpoſe of the 


foregoing Account to. manifeſt) — 
beneficent. 


Theſe pee PET ariſing from 
the very Being and Nature of either Inſti- 
tution, are the fir/# Part of that mutual Aid 
and Support, ſo much ſpoken of, which Re- 
ligion and Civil Government lend to one an- 
other. A ſecond ſprings from the natural 
| Influence of their reſpective Powers; and 
there is yet a third, which is derived from 
the artificial Application, and Interchange 
of thoſe Powers. But of the two latter Parts 
I have elſewhere diſcourſed at large: And 
here mention for no other Purpoſe, than to 
give Light to an acknowledged Fact, em- 
ployed to inforce the Application proper for 
this high Solemnity, by which-we celebrate 
the divine Mercies for our late —— 
Deliverance. 


x n tes r Allia ance between Cbareb and $ate. 
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III. Now the Senſe of theſe ſhould always 
rife i in Proportion to the Conſciouſneſs of our 
own Demerit. Which will naturally lead us 
to that only acceptable Return of Service, 
the Reformation of our Lives and Manners. 
The Degeneracy of our moral State can 
be unknown to none of us. For, Thanks be 
to God, our Condition is not ſo deſperate ad 
to have rendered us inſenſible. Nor can we 
. be ignorant of that unhappy Situation of hu- 
ſings of Providence the moſt liable to abuſe. 
A free Government attains its End; (it is 
the only Government that doth ſo) which is, 
to improve the Mind and accommodate the 
Body, fo as to make a rational Life comfort. 
Able. Its Equity allows free Inquiry, which 
leads to Truth and its Wiſdom encourages 
Commerce, which produces Plenty. Bat 
Men, grown wanton by Preſperity, abuſe 
the 15 of Thinking, and the Fruits of 
Induſtry, to the Indulgence of all the extra. 
vagant Appetites both of Mind and Body, 
From hence ariſe IN FID ELIT and Lu xv 
ky, the two Capital Evils of our — 
Country. | 
The height, to which they are now arri- 
ved, cannot be aggravated ; and need not be 


parth- 


? 
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as, deſcribed. The Caſe is confeſſed and 


notorious. 80 that nothing remains, on this 
occaſion, but an carneſt Exhortation, from 
Motives of the utmoſt Conſequence, now, at 


length, after Religion hath done ſo much for 


you, in producing Freedom, to let Liberty 
do its Part; to finiſh its perfect Work, and 
produce the Spirit of the Led, that is, a re- 
verential Regard. for our holy Religion, and 


a anoderate Dſe (ſuch as every Religion pre- 


ſeribes) of thoſe good things which our ex- 
cellent Conſtitution hath procured for us. 
4. We may conſider, therefore, in the firſt 
Place, how unſuitable it is to the Nature of 
Freedom to fall back into the Slavery of Vice 
and Error. The Excellency of Civil Liberty 


canſiſts in its Power of emancipating the Mind 


as well as Body; and making the whole Man 
dependent on himſelf alone. For what matters 
it to be exempted from the Chains of a preca- 
rious Tyrant, if we {till continue Slaves to the 


Caprice of our corrupt Nature. We are freed 


by Providence from the unjuſt Dominion of 
a Mafter, that we may exjay the Bleſſings of 


Heayen in that full Meaſure i in which he hath 


ſo beuntifully beſtowed them. But can this 
be tone amidſt the Exceſſes of Luxury and 


88 


3 F he Enjoyment of Good implies. 


Pleaſure 
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Pleaſure in its Uſe. But all Pleafure in tem- 
poral Good, ariſes, Firſt, from the moderate 
uſe of it. For thoſe agreeable Senfations, 
Which the Appetite to Good provokes, and 
the Poſſeſſion gratifies, are all loſt and diſſi- 
pated by Exceſs. To which ſucceed, Diſ- 
guſt and Loathing ; every racking Diſtemper 
of the Body, and every inflamed Paſſion of 
the Mind. A ſecond Branch of this Pleaſure 
ariſes from our Reflections and Meditations 
on the Bounty of the Beſtower. For can 
there be a generous Mind whoſe Pleaſure, in 
the moderate Uſe of worldly Things, is nor 
doubled by the Conſideration of their lowing 
from the Tenderneſs of a Friend, who is al- 
ways working for his good? How high then 
muſt be the Raptures of the contemplative 
religious Man, when he conſiders them as the 
Gift of him who gave him Being ; and 

| whoſe Power and Goodneſs concur to make 
that Being as well conformable here, as happy 
hereafter. But all this Pleaſure Treligion 
damps at once; and leaves nothing in its 
ſtead, but a bomy unſatisfying Indulgence 
of the groſſer Appetites: ſo much below the 
brutal, as it is always haunted with the di- 
ſtracting Fears of a miſerable Reverſe: a Re- 
verſe not in his Power either to prevent or 

alle- 
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alleviate, as it is; upon his own wretched 
Principles, the Caprice of Chance, or the 
fixed Order of Deſiny which is for ever 
ſhifting the Scene. Thus unſuitable to the 
Purpoſes of Freedom are Vice and Error. 
| It is no leſs inconſiſtent with the Charac- 
ter of a Freeman. His Glory is to have vin 
dicated the Dignity of Human Nature, when | 
he became his own Maſter. He hath ſhaken 
off Oppreſſion, tis true. But if he ſtop here, 
his Sweat and Blood were ſpent in vain. Had 
he a Body only to take Care of, he hai 
his Work, when he had ſecured it from fo. © 
reign Violence. But Humanity is not an 
empty Carcaſs. Its nobler Part is an inform- 
ing Mind; the Guide, the Director, and. 
final End of its Operations. If he ſuffer this 
to be brought into Subjection, all his Boaſts 
of outward Freedom are empty and extrava- 
gant. Yet ſhall this miſerable Victim of 
Luxury and Irreligion look high; and pre- 
tend to pity the S vA GE, who has never got, 

and deſpiſe the SLAave, who was unable 0 
preſerve, the mighty Bleff ngs of ſocial Life 
and Freedom. But let them ſpeak for them- 
ſelves: Let them be heard in their Turns; 

and we ſhall find how eaſily they exnfornd 
his Vanity and Arrogance, * dare cb cries 


WE 1. i 
C < the Savage, do you affect to pity me! ? Do 
« not I uſe the Gifts of Nature juſt, as you 
« em ploy the Benefits of Society ? 'When- 
« ever Chance has thrown them in my Way, 
< or my honeſt Toil procured them, I waſt 
«« and devour them with an immoderate and 
2 beaſtly Appetite, And do not you the ſame, | 
« with the Spoils of your Country, or the 
« Patrimony of your Anceſtors? Tho you 
& diſguiſe the Brutality under the civilized 
« Language of ſacriſcing to your Genius? 
« But with a Riot the more unpardonable, 
as your pretended Arts of Life have taught 
« you. to preſerve, improve, and multiply 
e the Gifts of Providence, ſo as to make 
« the Bleſſing laſting to yourſelf, as well as 
c widely diffuſive to others. Whereas we 
ie waſte them only as we find them, rude 
« from Nature's Hand: being as incapable 
« of preſerving or improving them, as of 
e uſing them with MoDERAT1oN ; An 
= 20 17 Life which, if there be one better 
e than another, too ſenſible Experience in- 
« forms us muſt needs be that. Fc or what- 
« ever Difference there may be in other 
& Reſpects between Society and ſavage Life; 
c they agree in this, that Want, Diſtreſs, 
« and Miſery, are the certain Conſequence 
| of 
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« of Luxury and Riot. But here the poor 
t untaught Indian might ſet you a Leſſon. 
« The * Patience, the Fortitude, the Re- 
* fignation, with which we bear the Wants 
ee we bring, upon ourſelves, aſtoniſhes the ct- 
« vilized Beholder. But if he tell us true, 
e the Iſſue of your Luxury wears a very dif- 
t ferent Face. The firſt Approaches of 
e Diſtreſs make you reſtleſs and impatient. 
*© You quarrel with the Government you 
* are ſo vain of; you deſpiſe the Rulers you 
ee have raiſed up; you, trample on the Laws 
* you have juſt made; and, unleſs the Re- 
“lief be ſpeedy, your giddy Madneſs drives 
te you on, till you fall back again into that 
tt Condition you ſo much affect to pity, a 
« State of Nature: indeed, of all Condi- 
« ons the moſt pitiable. For that which, 
« with us, is a State of Peace, is, with you, 
* as both the Politician holds, and the Peo- 
ple feels, a State of War, where cry 
* Man's Hand is ſet againſt ls Brother,” 
Thus the Savage. 
Nor has the Slave of arbitrary Power leſs 
Advantages in the Compariſon, while he 


2 The Character here drawn of the Savage, i is common 
to all the Natives of North America, as our Voy agers and 
Miſſionaries agree in atteſting. 


D- e thus 
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thus addreſſes this vain Idolater of Liberty; 
0 Boalt no longer thoſe generous Atchieve- 
ce ments, when, in Vindication of your own 
Freedom, you retrieved, what you call, 
« the Scandal of Human Nature, the lying 
r patiently at the Foot of a Tyrant. What 
e have you done, good Man, by ſhaking 
ce off Oppreſſion? Have you ſhook off with 
it thoſe impious Errors that make Oppreſ- 
c ſion indeed a Scandal? If the Plague- 
* Sore of Irreligion, that epidemic Evil of 
<< deſpotic Governments, ſtill ſpreads amongſt 
< you, how miſerable is your Condition? You. 
% have only accumulated your Guilt, while 
* you thought to reap the Fruit of your La- 
« bour. © Glory or Benefit you can pretend 
, to none. That Fortitude of Reaſon, which: 
(c led you to Liberty, has betrayed you in 
« the Purſuit of Truth: And thoſe unman« 
« ly Errors you have embraced in its ſtead, 
Fe ſuffer you not to enjoy the Property you 
« had fo greatly purchaſed. You borrow 
© our Vices, while you deſpiſe the Slavery 
cc that produces them; not conſidering that 
« our abject Condition affords ſome Excuſe 
ee for theſe Diſorders, which your happier 
cc Situation renders abſolutely unpardonable. 
t You have Light to penetrate to the TR : 
La « 0 
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ce of Truth; you have Liberty to profeſs 
it; Error is of a Piece with the reſt 
ec * our Fortunes. And if, like Beaſts of 


« Burthen, we are to go as our Conduftors . 


« drive us, it is ſomething more tolerable to 
« do it blindfold, than to have the uneaſy 
ce Proſpect of a better Way, which we are 
c not permitted to purſue,” Thus far, with 
Juſtice, might thoſe, we moſt pity and deſ- 
piſe, recriminate upon us. 

In a word then, without Freedom from 
Vice and Error, the reſt is but the Shadow 
of Liberty. At beſt but as the Ornaments of 
Habit to a diſtempered Body, abſurd and 
cumberſome; tho', to one in Strength and 
Vigour, the r of Health, and the 
Improvement of natural Beauty. 

2. But if what we owe ourſelves, and the 
Dignity of our common Nature cannot move 
us; we ſhould, at leaſt, refſect upon what 
we owe to Providence. Our Caſe, i light 
ſoever we may make of it, is a little extra- 
ordinary. We find ourſelves in Poſſeſſion of 
the greateſt Human Good, Civil and Religi- 

ous Liberty, at a Time when almoſt all the 
reſt of Mankind lie in Slavery and Error, 
This is no common Mercy. Nor is this 
Concluſion the Effect of that vulgar Preju- 

D 2 judice 
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judice to Country or Opinions, which al- 
ways incline Men to over-rate their own Ad- 
vantages. "Tis what we feel: Tis what we 
ſee: A Truth which all the Concluſions of 
Reaſon ſupport; and the united Voice of 
Experience confirms. So that, if there be 
any ſuch Thing as Certainty, this is not to 
be diſputed, that we Engliſhmen (how un- 
worthy ſoever) are moſt indebted to Provi- 
dence of the whole Race of Mankind. Nor 
is this all. The beſtowing theſe Bleſſings on 
us was but the Earneſt of God's Favour to 
us. His Election of us, for the Inſtruments 
of his Glory, is more clearly ſeen in his Pre- 
ſervation of them, at every important Criſis, 
when Human Power and Policy, as in our 
late Deliverance, ſeemed combined to our 
Deſtruction. Of which, whoever doubts, 
muſt be either ignorant of our Hiſtory, or 
diſpoſed to queſtion God's moral Govern- 
ment. Not that we are to fancy ourſelves, 
on theſe Accounts, the peculiar Favourites of 
Heaven. But rather that we hear it ſpeak- 
ing to us, as formerly to the Jews, I do not 
this for your Sakes, O Houſe of Iſrael, but for 
my Holy Name's Sake. *Tis poſſible we may 
be choſen by Providence, in theſe latter Ages, 
to preſerve the Memory of Civil Liberty 
amongſt 
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amongſt the degenerate Sons of Men ; as the 
Houſe of Iſrael was formerly, to keep alive 
True Religion amidſt an Univerſal Apoſtacy. 
And, in this Caſe, we betray our Truſt 'as 
well as forfeit our Obligations. But, on 
whatever Footing we receive our Bleſſings, 
our Debt of Gratitude is the ſame. Which, 
at this Seaſon more eſpecially, calls upon us 
to conſider ſeriouſly what fit return we ought 
to make for them, Now right Reaſon tells 
us, that the moſt acceptable Way of teſtify- 
ing our Gratitude for God's Mercies, is ap- 
plying them to the Attainment of that fur- 
ther Good which they are naturally capable 
of producing : eſpecially when the Mercies 
given are, in the Nature of Things, only the 
Means ; and the Good we are thereby ena- 
bled to procure, the End. But we have 
ſhewn, that this Bleſſing of Civil Liberty does, 
above all other, afford us the largeſt Helps 
and Advantages to the improving ourſelves 
in the Principles and Practice of True Reli- 
gion, How unpardonable an Ingratitude 
therefore are we guilty of, if we negle& to 
make the beſt Uſe of fo happy a Situation! 
A Situation, which enables us to advance ag 
far beyond our Neighbours in Piety and Vir- 
tue, as we are placed above them in Liberty 

and 
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and Power. But, now, if, inſtead of ap- 
plying theſe Helps and Advantages to the 
Purpoſes. for which they were intended by 
Nature, 'and beſtowed upon us by Provi- 
dence, it ſhould be found we have only em- 
ployed them to the inflaming our Liberti- 
niſm and Luxury, what Name can be given 
to ſo horrid a Profanation! An Abuſe of God's 
Mercies ſo monſtrouſly unnatural, that tho 
Experience makes it (as it now-a-days makes 
the worſt Things) familiar to us, yet retired 
Reaſon ſtands aghaſt at ſo inexpiable a Prodigy. 
In ſuch a Caſe then, need we wonder that 
our Religion employs a Hell to vindicate the 
Majeſty of abuſed Goodneſs from ſo ap 
a Perverſion? 

3. But however indulgent we ws to 
thoſe idle Notions in Divinity, which pro- 
miſe us Impunity in our Trangreſſions of the 
Law of God; we ſhould yet bluſh to be 
thought fo ignorant in Ph:lofophy, as not to 
know, that. there is no eſcaping the Deſtruc- 
tion which follows the violated Order of 
Things. Nature, to which our Libertines 
fly from the God of Mercy, is more ſtubborn- 
Jy vindictive. We have ſhewn, the mutual 
Aid and Support which True Religion and 
Civil Liberty impart to one another; and the 

neceſſary 
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Connection eſtabliſhed- e 
them. We always find, that, when Civil 


Liberty is gone, the Religion of the Sovereign 


takes Place; that is, any Kind of Superſti- 


tition fitted to the Support of arbitrary Power; 

and Slaves are ever ready to receive any. A- 
gain, the Fall of True Religion, whether 
betrayed by Superſtition or violated by 22 
dlity, draws after it the Deſtruction of Os | 


vil Liberty. 

How Superſtitron helps it on, has. been 
ſhewn in the former Part of this Diſcourſe ; 
And how Infidelity (that is a Contempt both 
of the Principles and Practice of Religion) 
precipitates its Ruin, is ſeen by all who un- 
derſtand what Effects Impiety has upon the 
Security; and Luxury, on the Stability of 
Government. Theſe are old beaten Topics, 
which the common Senſe of Mianking bath 
made current in all Ages. | 

I ſhall attempt, therefore, to illuſtrate wm 
inforce- this Truth, which one may juſtly 
reckon amongſt the firſt Principles of trug 
Politics, by an Obſervation not ſo c 
attended to, That, tho' Inpiery and Tun 
* ry be the certain Bane of Civil Society in 
« general, yet they are mare ſpeedily deſtruo- 
* tive of a FREE STAT E chan any geber. 5 

0 The 
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The two immediate - of Govern-- 
ment againſt inward and outward Violence, 
are the Puniſhment of Offenders, and Funds 
far the public Expences. Now Irreligion and 
Luxury hinder a free State, more than any 
other, from making theſe neceſſary Provi- 
ſions. For in ſuch a State, the Conviction 
of the Guilty, and the Exaction of Subſidies 
are regulated and reſtrained = equal _ 
ſtated Laws. 

Let us fee then what Effects theſe ee 
in either Caſe. The enlarged Wants, and in- 
flamed Appetites of Man in ſocial Life, have 
ſo improved their Cunning in the Arts of 
ſecretly violating the Rule of Right, as to 
evade the Reſentment of Human Statutes. 
Here Religion comes in Aid of the Law, to 
frighten, by the Terror of an inviſible Judge, 
from thoſe Crimes which eſcape the Notice of 
the Magiſtrate, But, take off this Reſtraint, 
and then ſee the different Effects it will have 
upon a free, and a deſpotic Government. The 
latter hath found, in the very Genius of its 
Conſtitution, a ſpeedy and vigorous Remedy 
to this Evil, "by, what goes for nothing with 
an arbitrary Magiſtrate, the A pplication of 
the Rack, and Condemnation on Suſpicion, 
how much ſoever againſt natural Juſtice. 
Which, 
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Which, tho' perhaps begun in the Wanton- 
neſs of Power, and, from Time to Time, 
continued only to gratify a private Intereſt, - 
yet were at length found fo neceſſary a Ba- 
lance to Diſorder, where Religion had loſt 
all its Hold, that it became a Maxim in 
theſe Sorts of Governments, * That it was 
te better for ten innocent Men to ſuffer, than 
* that one Offender ſhould eſcape.” And 
on this Maxim, they have long regulated 
their Adminiſtration of Juſtice. 
On the other hand, in a free State, 
only the Crimes, but the convictive Proof "of 


mem is preſcribed and adjuſted by the moſt 


explicit Laws: And the Proſecution of Of- 
fenders carried on by fixed invariable Forms, 
regulated on general Equity, and the nati- 
onal Juſtice of a free Community : Which 
muſt needs afford many Advantages to the ſe- 
cret Contrivances of Evil : And this our Law 
' ſeems to have been ſufficiently ſenſible of 
when it choſe to hide the Inconvenience un- 
der a Maxim founded, in its natural Lenity, - 
That it is better ten guilty Perſons ſhould 
* eſcape, than one innocent Man ſuffer,” 
A Maxim, tho' becoming the Dignity of the 
Genius of Freedom ; yet it ſhews, at the 
lame Time, the want of ſome reſtraining 
> 5 E Principle, 
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h Principle, that may co-operate with human 
Laws. But there being none fit for this Ser- 
vice beſides the Principle of Religion, we 
ſee, when that is gone, to what a deſperate 
Condition the beſt Governments * be pre- 
ſently reduced. 

Again, with regard to the W of So- 
ciety againſt foreign Injuries. In a free State, 
the public Subſidies are the Act of the Le- 
giſlature, and ſo, of Courſe, the voluntary 
Contributions of the People: which will be 
always as much reſtrained on the one Hand, 
in a moderate Proportion to their Abilities, as 
extended on the other, to the Exigencies of the 
Occaſion. Now when ſuch a People be- 
came both debauched and impoveriſhed by 
Luxury, and conſequently both unwilling. 
and unable to ſupply the public Demand; to 
what Diſtreſſes muſt the State be reduced? 
We have a melancholy Inſtance of this in a 
neighbouring Community, that ſeems almoſt 
at the Eve of its Deſtruction, How happy ! 
would we take warning by their approaching 
Fate. But it is not thus in a Land of Slaves : 
where the Blood and Sweat of the People 
make Part of the Tyrant's Exchequer, Where 
what is thought the Wealth of the Country 
to Day, becomes To-morrow the Cou rt. 

I Treaſ ure. 
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N Treaſure. Where Money, by the Magic of 
arbitrary Power, is transformed into fairy Fa- 


vours; of one Value when iſſued· out, and 
of another, as ſoon as it is recalled, By "theſe 
Advantages, an ambitious- and formidable 
Power has, for near a Century together, 

alarmed and diſturbed the Liberty and Peace 


of Europe. And ſtill ſupported its Injuſtices 
at the eaſy Expence of the Peoples Happi- ' 


neſs, even againſt a long. Courſe of Sucs 


ceſſes, obtained by the confederated Powers 


of Providence and Freedom. - 
Now this being the Conſequence of the 
eſtabliſhed Order of Things, it is no wonder 
it ſhould be inevitable. For why was this 
Order eſtabliſhed, but to fix the Bounds of 


Right and Wrong for human Direction? 


But if Events may happen out of, or con- 
trary to this Courſe, then would God's Pro- 


vidence no longer govern, nor Man's Pur- 


poſes have any Aim. But the moral World 
would fall into a Chaos, as incapable of ob- 
ſerving the Law ordained for its Direction, 
as the natural was in that State from which 


the Almighty Fiat called it forth. 


On the whole then, my Brethren, if you 
have any regard to your Character of free 
Subjects to a lawful Prince, of grateful Wor- 
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6 N of a heneficent God, 1 of rational 
Dependants on 2 well-ordered Syſtem, you 
will ; in good Earneſt ſet upon reforming thoſe 
horrible Abuſes that make vicious Freemen a 
Scandal tp thoſe facted Relations. Remem- 
ber you are called upon by all that is excel- 
lent in Humanity, by all that is Holy i in Re- 
ligion, and dy all that is right and fit in the 
Order of Things, ; And ſhouldiyou ſtill con- 
tinue Deaf to this united Voice of Nature, 
that which is out of N ature, that which is 
only left you, ſuch as atheiſtic Chance or 
Fate, will prove utterly unable to ſnatch 708 


17 — your worre Ruin. 85 55 
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